PREFACE

responsible to a parliamentary assembly. It thus differs
from the system in which the Executive is elected by the
people (as in the United States) or the system of vesting
Executive responsibility for life in one man (as in Spain)
or the system in which the Executive is controlled by one
political party (as in the Soviet Union),
During the past century the system of parliamentary
government in Britain has been fused with the demo-
cratic idea. Not only is the executive part of the govern-
ment responsible to Parliament, but Parliament (or the
dominant part of it) is elected by the people. Parlia-
mentary democracy may be defined as that system of
government in which the rulers are answerable to and
dismissible by representatives elected by the people.
This book describes the evolution of British parlia-
mentary democracy and how the system operates today
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